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TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA

TRAI ISSUES A CONSULTATION PAPER ON INFRASTRUCTURE SHARING IN
BROADCASTING TV DISTRIBUTION SECTOR.

New Delhi, 21t September 2016:- The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) has today released a consultation paper on infrastructure sharing in

broadcasting TV distribution sector.

2. The Television broadcasting sector has witnessed a tremendous growth in
the last decade. There has been an exponential increase in the number of
satellite TV channels. The Television broadcasting services are distributed to
consumers' using different distribution technologies like Cable TV, Direct to
Home (DTH), Head-End in the Sky (HITS), Terrestrial TV and Internet Protocol
TV (IPTV). At present, there are 6 private DTH operators, more than 900 Multi
System Operators (MSOs), few IPTV operators and 2 HITS operators distribﬁting
TV broadcasting services through Digital Addressable Systems in the country.

3. Each Distribution Platform Operator (DPO) re-transmits large number of
satellite TV channels. Most of these TV channels are common across the DPOs.
Therefore, there is a scope for better utilization of available infrastructure and
reduction in the cost of operations, if the infrastructure is shared among ‘the
DPOs. This may result in optimum utilization of the infrastructure and
reduction in Capital & Operatiﬁg Expenditure of operators which may
ultimately benefit the subscribers. To identify likely issues in sharing of
infrastructure in broadcasting TV distribution sector, TRAI, on 23 May, 2016,

issued a pre-consultation paper on the subject.

4. The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting(MIB) has sent a reference
dated 29th April 2016 requesting TRAI to examine the issue of the
infrastructure sharing by MSOs, LCOs and HITS opérators and provide its
recommendation to the Government under Section 11(1)(a) of TRAI Act 1997.

MIB has also sought recommendation of the Authority on the amendment that




may be required in the Cable TV Networks (Regulation) Act 1995 and Rules

made there under to facilitate the infrastructure sharing.

5. After examination of the issues identified by the stakeholders, in response to
the pre-consultation paper & issues identified by MIB, TRAI has floated this
consultation paper on infrastructure sharing in broadcasting TV distribution
sector. The objective of the consultation is, to issue recommendations to the
Government of India to formulate a policy framework for enabling infrastructure
sharing by DPOs so as to optimally utilize the infrastructure and to promote the
healthy competition among service providers and, to identify the changes
required in the Cable TV Act and the Rules made there under, in the license/
registration conditions of the Broadcasters/ DPOs in order to facilitate

infrastructure sharing on voluntary basis.

6. Written comments on the consultation paper are invited from the
stakeholders by 21.10.2016 and counter comments, if any, may be submitted
by 04.11.2016. Comments and counter comments will be posted on TRAI’s
website www.trai.gov.in. The comments and counter comments may be sent,
preferably in electronic form to Sh. Sunil Kumar Singhal, Advisor (B&CS),
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India, on the e-mail:- sksinghal@trai.gov.in or

gs.kesarwani@trai.gov.in .

7. For any clarification/ information, Sh. Sunil Kumar Singhal, Advisor (B&CS)
may be contacted at Tel. No.: +91-11-23221509, Fax: +91-11-23220442. All

comments received will be posted on TRAI’s website www.trai.gov.in.




